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Trust and Update on Developments in the Trust  

 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to alert the Committee to the Care Quality 

Commission’s planned inspection of the Harrogate and District NHS Foundation 
Trust (HDFT) and to bring the Committee’s attention to developments taking 
place in the trust. 
  

 
 
Introduction 
 
2. The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is the independent regulator of health and 

social care in England. Its role is to make sure health and social care services 
provide people with safe, effective, caring, well-led and responsive care. As well 
as encouraging care services to improve, it monitors, inspects and regulates 
services to make sure they meet fundamental standards of quality and safety. It 
publishes what it finds to help people choose their care.  
 

3. In May 2013 the CQC appointed Professor Sir Mike Richards as its Chief 
Inspector of Hospitals. In July Sir Mike announced he would be introducing a new 
system for inspecting hospitals in England and that a first tranche of inspections 
would include 18 hospitals. This included 6 hospitals assessed as high risk, 6 as 
low risk and 6 where there was a variety of risk points between high and low. 
HDFT and Airedale Hospital are included in this first tranche. Both are assessed 
as low risk.  

 
4. The inspection of HDFT will take place between 14 and 15 November 2013. This 

includes a listening event for members of the public on 14 November between 
6.30pm and 8.00pm at the Best Western Cedar Court, Park Parade, Harrogate, 
and North Yorkshire, HG1 5AH. 

 
5. The CQC’s letter to HDFT informing the Trust of the inspection is attached. It 

provides more information on the overall process of inspection.   
 
6. Richard Ord (Chief Executive, HDFT) will be attending the Committee to describe 

how the Trust is preparing for the inspection. This will include Richard identifying 
areas of strength in the Trust, areas where there are risks and the actions in 
place to address them.     

 
7. It should be noted that in its Quality Account for 2012/13 the Trust highlighted 

that it had carried out a review of its complaints management and that specific 
measures would be put in place during this year.   

 

ITEM 5

http://www.cqc.org.uk/directory/RJ6


8. This Committee, in its comments on the Quality Account invited Mrs Angela 
Monaghan, Chief Nurse to update the Committee on how this work was 
progressing.  

 
 
Recommendations   
 
9. That Members: 

 
a) note the CQC inspection of HDFT will take place on 14 to 15 November  

2013; 
b) provide comment/advice to the Chief Executive and Chief Nurse on 

developments taking place in the Trust.  
 

 
 
 
Bryon Hunter 
Scrutiny Team Leader 
County Hall, NORTHALLERTON 
 
29 October 2013 
 
 
Background Documents: None 
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